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Chesapeake Expressway
(Rt. 168) The Chesapeake

Expressway provides a time-saving,
direct-access route from I-64 (the

Hampton Roads Beltway) and I-464 
to North Carolina Rt. 168 and the Outer

Banks. Serving as the primary high-speed link
between Hampton Roads and northeastern North Carolina,
the Expressway’s lower 6.4 miles is a toll road. Call 
1-877-SMARTAG (762-7824) for information 
on automatic toll collection for 
frequent users.

The Bridges

James River Bridge
The 4.5-mile James River Bridge, Virginia’s longest
state-maintained bridge, opened in 1928 as the
first connector between the Peninsula and
Southside. The crossing carries Rt. 17 and Rt.
258 traffic over the James River between
Newport News and Isle of Wight County.
It’s a good alternative when the tunnels are
congested, or for people who simply don’t
like tunnels. If you wish to use the James
River Bridge from I-64, take exit 263A
to Rt. 258 South toward the James River
Bridge and Mercury Boulevard.

George P. Coleman Bridge
The second-largest double swing-span bridge 

in the world, the Coleman Bridge
opened in 1952. It connects Rt.

17 between historic Yorktown
and Gloucester Point. There is

a toll when traveling south
to north. Frequent users pay

a reduced toll when using
Smart Tag, an automated
toll collection system. Call
toll-free 1-877-SMARTAG
(762- 7824) for more
information.

Berkley Bridge
The Berkley Bridge opened

in 1952 and is now part of
the I-264 Downtown Tunnel

complex connecting Norfolk
and Portsmouth. It was rebuilt in

1991 when another tunnel was
added. Each of the four leafs on the dual
drawbridge weighs 640 tons.

High Rise Bridge
Part of the Hampton

Roads Beltway on
I-64 in Chesapeake,

this concrete and steel 
drawbridge was built in

1969. It crosses the Southern
Branch of the Elizabeth River. 

Southeastern Virginia, or Hampton Roads, is a unique area. 
Its natural assets have made it one of the busiest ports on 
the East Coast and home to the largest naval base in the
world, not to mention a summertime destination for 
thousands of visitors. These same assets — the harbor and
many rivers and inlets — can create challenges for Hampton
Roads drivers.

Four tunnels and four major bridges help connect Hampton
Roads, allowing residents and visitors safe, convenient travel.
Two of the tunnels are part of the Hampton Roads Beltway, 
a large loop with its inner lanes traveling clockwise and its
outer lanes traveling counterclockwise. (See map inside.) 

This brochure is designed to help you get to, from, and
around Hampton Roads as easily as possible.

Keeping Things Moving

Incident Management
To make the crossings safer and keep traffic moving, safety
service patrols offer free assistance to motorists experiencing
problems on the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel, the Monitor
Merrimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel, the James River Bridge,
and the Downtown and Midtown tunnels. These pickups and
wreckers carry gasoline, air, fire extinguishers, flares, jacks,
water and other equipment.

Tunnel & Bridge Traffic Management System
VDOT operates traffic management systems on most of the
Hampton Roads crossings. These state-of-the-art, computerized
systems incorporate Smart Travel technology into operating
and maintaining safety and reducing traffic congestion on the
roads and bridges and in tunnels. Remote television cameras,
monitors and road sensors alert employees of traffic stoppages.
Message signs linked to the computerized traffic systems alert
motorists of possible delays and alternate route information. 

What to do if there’s trouble 
If you’re involved in an accident or your vehicle breaks down
on one of the bridges or tunnels, simply stay with your vehicle
and wait for help to arrive. An incident team will be dispatched
quickly to help, as the tunnels and most bridges are monitored
24 hours a day. To call the police from your cell phone,
dial #77.

Keeping Things Moving
The Bridges

TRAVEL TRIVIA
A third bridge-tunnel

connecting the Peninsula 
and the Southside is now 
in the planning stages.

The Tunnels

Monitor Merrimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel
The Monitor Merrimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel opened 
in 1992 as the second underwater crossing between the
Peninsula and Southside. Usually the best alternative for
avoiding delays, this 4,500-foot dual tube tunnel carries 
four lanes of traffic on I-664, completing a full interstate
loop (the Hampton Roads Beltway) around the Hampton
Roads region. To use the Monitor Merrimac Bridge-Tunnel

when approaching Hampton Roads on I-64, take exit
264to I-664 South along the outer loop. The exit 

is near the Hampton Coliseum.

Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel
The Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel on 
I-64 is the oldest and busiest tunnel
between the Southside and the Peninsula.
The first tunnel tube opened in 1957 
and a second opened in 1976. In 1958,
an average of 6,000 vehicles a day used

the bridge-tunnel. Today, an average of
83,000 vehicles a day use the dual-tube

crossing, with volumes exceeding 100,000
during the tourist season.

Downtown Tunnel
The older of two tunnel facilities under the Elizabeth
River linking Norfolk and Portsmouth, its first tube
was opened in 1952 with another added in 1987.
Along with the Berkeley Bridge, connecting on 
the Norfolk side, the Downtown Tunnel carries
more than 2.5 million people a month on four lanes
of I-264.

Midtown Tunnel
Nearly a million vehicles per month use the Midtown Tunnel.
Opened in 1962 as the second tunnel connecting Norfolk
and Portsmouth, it carries two lanes of traffic on Rt. 58
between the two cities. 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel
Although not operated by VDOT, this crossing from
Virginia’s Eastern Shore is a time-saving shortcut to 
and from points north, like Delaware, Maryland, and
New York. Built in 1964, this 17.6-mile span was designated
one of the Seven Engineering Wonders of the Modern
World. Check out the Web site at www.cbbt.com or 
call (757) 331-2960 for more information.

The Tunnels
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Roads Bridge-
Tunnel tubes are
7,479 feet long,
making it the 
seventh-longest
tunnel in the
world!
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TRAVEL TRIVIA
Hampton Roads has 

more tunnels connecting 
communities than anywhere

else in the United States.

TRAVEL TRIVIA
The two piers that 

support the Coleman Bridge
swing spans are about 

the height of a 
ten-story building.
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BEST BET
Try taking the Monitor Merrimac
Memorial Bridge-Tunnel instead 

of the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel,
especially during times when traffic may

be heavy. It may add a few miles to
your trip, but it could save you hours!

And, in fact, if you’re going to
Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Suffolk and

some parts of Norfolk, it’s simply 
the fastest route.
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PATROL ROLLCALL
In addition to the state police, 

a number of patrols may provide 
assistance if you are involved in an incident 

or your vehicle breaks down. They include the 
Safety Service Patrol, the Freeway Incident
Response Team, and State Police Motorist

Assistance. These patrols alone assist 
motorists over 3,600 times

per month.


